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have spoiled and molested the shipping and merchandise of
our own subjects and those of friendly powers."    Further it
refers to " the dangers which on every side in these times of
war do hang over our heads ".    About a year later similar
writs were addressed to the inland counties.    The first writ
merely revived an ancient custom which had been enforced
without protest so lately as 1626.    As to the second, there
is much doubt, but the judges gave a strong opinion in
favour of its legality.    " Your Majesty may . . . command
all your subjects of this your kingdom at their charge to
provide and furnish such a number of ships, etc. . , . for
the defence and safeguard of the kingdom . . . and by law
your Majesty may compel the doing thereof in case of refusal
or refractoriness, and we are also of opinion that in such a
case your Majesty is the sole judge both of the danger, and
when and how the same is to be prevented and avoided."
London protested, but unavailingly, against  the  charge;
individuals, like Lord Say and Sele in Oxford and John
Hampden in Buckinghamshire did the same.    The name of
Lord Falkland appears in the list of defaulters in respect of
his Hertfordshire estates; but Gardiner concludes that "he
had no deliberate intention to oppose the Court," basing his
opinion partly upon the fact that he appears to have paid
ship-money without protest in Oxfordshire; partly on the
eagerness which he showed to serve the King against the
Scots; and partly on the lines in his elegy on Ben Jonson
where he "went out of his way to compliment the King on
his claim to the sovereignty of the seas ".

How mighty Charles, amidst that weighty care,
In which three kingdoms as their blessing share,
Whom as It tends with ever watchfull eyes
That neither power may force, nor art surprise
So bounded by no shore, graspes all the maine
And farre as Neptune claimes, extends his reigne.
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